
Effective: October 26, 2006

Massachusetts General Laws Annotated Currentness
Part I. Administration of the Government (Ch. 1-182)

Title XX. Public Safety and Good Order (Ch. 133-148A)
Chapter 148. Fire Prevention (Refs & Annos)

§ 26F 1/2 . Carbon monoxide alarms required in certain residential structures; regulation; in-
spections; enforcement

(a) Every dwelling, building or structure, including those owned or operated by the commonwealth, occupied in
whole or in part for residential purposes, that: (1) contains fossil-fuel burning equipment including, but not lim-
ited to, a furnace, boiler, water heater, fireplace or any other apparatus, appliance or device that burns fossil
fuel; or (2) incorporates enclosed parking within its structure shall be equipped by the owner with working, ap-
proved carbon monoxide alarms in conformance with the requirements of the board of fire prevention regula-
tions; provided, however, that such requirements shall include, but not be limited to, a requirement that a land-
lord or superintendent shall install either approved monitored battery-powered alarms or approved electrical wir-
ing alarms as defined by the board, as are required to make the alarms operational at the beginning of any rental
period by lease or otherwise and shall maintain and, if necessary, replace batteries or such battery-operated or
electric hardwired carbon monoxide alarms annually thereafter to insure their continued operability.

(b) The board of fire prevention regulations shall promulgate such regulations as may be necessary to effectuate
this section including, but not limited to, the type, installation, location, maintenance and inspectional require-
ments of carbon monoxide alarms.

(c) Every dwelling, building or structure, occupied in whole or in part for residential purposes, shall, upon sale
or transfer of such dwelling, building or structure, be inspected by the head of the fire department for compli-
ance with the requirements of this section.

(d) The state building code may impose stricter carbon monoxide alarm requirements for new construction or
dwellings, buildings, or structures substantally [FN1] renovated so as to constitute the equivalent of new con-
struction. Every such dwelling building or structure, occupied in whole or in part for residential purposes, shall,
upon sale or transfer of such dwelling, building or structure, be inspected by the head of the fire department for
compliance with the carbon monoxide alarm requirements of the state building code in effect on the date of the
issuance of the relevant building permit.

(e) The head of the fire department shall enforce this section.
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(f) The department of public health shall promulgate such rules and regulations as may be necessary to effectu-
ate subsection (a) into the state sanitary code as established under section 127A of chapter 111.

CREDIT(S)

Added by St.2005, c. 123, § 4, eff. Feb. 2, 2006 and Mar. 31, 2006.

[FN1] So in enrolled bill; probably should read “substantially”.

HISTORICAL AND STATUTORY NOTES

2009 Electronic Update

2006 Legislation

St.2005, c. 123, § 4, was approved Nov. 4, 2005.

Section 5 of St.2005, c. 123, provides:

“Subsection (a) of section 26F 1/2 of chapter 148 of the General Laws, shall take effect on March 31, 2006,
except as to any dwelling, building or structure for which the installation of hardwired carbon monoxide alarms
is required or owned or operated by the commonwealth or any local housing authority. Said subsection (a) of
said section 26F 1/2 of said chapter 148 shall apply to such dwellings, buildings and structures on and after
January 1, 2008.” [Amended by St.2006, c. 327.]

St.2006, c. 327, an emergency act, was approved Oct. 26, 2006, effective Oct. 26, 2006.

CODE OF MASSACHUSETTS REGULATIONS

Carbon monoxide alarms, fire prevention board, see 527 CMR 31.01 et seq.

M.G.L.A. 148 § 26F 1/2, MA ST 148 § 26F 1/2
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