USING GLUE TRAPS

(from the National Center for Healthy Housing)
Cockroaches don't like the light.  They prefer the dark.  When you see one, the infestation is probably serious.  There may be thousands more hidden.  Cockroach glue traps left out overnight in the right places are a better way to identify a problem.  
 

Cockroach glue traps are a strip of cardboard with glue on it.  The glue traps come in many shapes and styles.  The two most basic types come in a triangle or a flattened tube.  
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They can also be a small, open-face, tray of glue.  Avoid these traps since pets and, sometimes, a curious child can get the trap stuck on them.  If a mouse gets stuck, it will most likely die after hours of squeaking.  People in the area will not be happy.  Leave the tray of glue to the professionals. 

 
Please note that glue traps are only useful to monitor for cockroaches.  They will not eliminate the cockroaches since only adult cockroaches are likely to be caught. 
 

Setting up the Trap:  Each brand is different.  Read the instructions.  Practice on a few to get it right.  Make sure you write the date and location on the trap.  Once cockroaches are on the trap, it will be difficult to label.  Generally:
· Mark date and location on trap;
· Fold it in the proper shape to get the angles right;
· Open it back up;
· Remove paper that covers glue;
· Fold it into shape using glue to hold it.
You may want to use gloves to avoid getting the glue on your fingers.  If you do get glue on you, use a good grease removing detergent such as hand dishwashing soap to get it off.  It is not dangerous but it sure is sticky.
 

Placing the Trap:  Cockroaches run along corners.  Place the traps in the corner of two walls so the cockroach running along the wall will go through it.  Put the trap in places with food, heat and moisture, especially where you see frass (cockroach debris, especially feces).  Cockroaches leave it wherever they go.
 
	Kitchen 
· On the floor by the refrigerator
· On the floor by the oven
· In the pantry behind the food
· Under sink
	

	Bathroom
· Behind toilet
· Alongside refrigerator
· In towel closet
	 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 





	Basement
· Under sink
· By washer or dryer
	 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 




	Other areas
· Behind bed
· Under couch
	 

	 
	 


 

FOR THE PEST MANAGEMENT PROFESSIONAL
Checking / Collecting the Trap:  Make it part of your routine to check the traps for cockroaches.  If you find a cockroach in a trap, remove the trap, replace it with a new one, and put the old one in a zip lock bag. You may want to use tongs to pick it up since the cockroaches may be alive.  
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Write down as clearly as you can where the trap was located on the bag or on paper that you put in the bag.  Seal the bag.  
 

It is important to save the trap and its location information.  The pest management professional (PMP) needs it to identify the type of cockroach and more quickly find the location of the infestation.
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Cockroaches on Glue Traps.
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Cockroach Glue Trap along refrigerator
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Cockroach Glue Trap along baseboard in bathroom
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Cockroach Glue Trap along baseboard in kitchen
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