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§ 6633. Smoke detector installation; other residential occupancies

(a) Each lodging, rooming or boarding house; hotel, motel, bed and breakfast facility; dormitory; apartment or mul-
ti-family dwelling; board and care facility; or a residential occupancy by any other name shall have smoke detection 
devices and/or smoke detection systems installed in conformance to the standards of the State Fire Prevention Reg-
ulations and the building codes pursuant to the specifications for the individual occupancies or use.

(b) Where there is a conflict between installation requirements, this section shall be interpreted to require the more 
strict of the installation specifications, for a particular occupancy.

(c) All required smoke detection devices and/or smoke detection systems listed in subsection (a) of this section, except 
as otherwise specified herein, shall be inter-connected, so that operation of any smoke detection device shall cause the 
alarm-sounding devices in all smoke detection devices within the building, occupancy or within a separate zoned area 
to sound; or that will initiate the building fire alarm system to provide an audible warning to all occupants of the 
building, and all such smoke detection devices and/or systems shall be hard-wired into the electric system of the 
building, in accordance with the National Electric Code.

(d) With approval of the Fire Marshal, smoke detection devices in individual sleeping rooms may be excepted from the 
requirement that smoke detection devices be interconnected if such building or occupancy is provided with an au-
tomatic smoke detection system in the hallways, corridors or stairwells, or is connected to a building fire alarm system 
which will activate an alarm which is sufficiently audible to warn the occupants of the building of the impending 
danger of fire or hazard to life.

(e) For all buildings or occupancies which under subsection (a) of this section are required to install smoke detection 
devices and/or smoke detection systems, and for such buildings or occupancies that do not have an auxiliary, emer-
gency or back-up power system in accordance with State Fire Prevention Regulations, each smoke detection device or 
smoke detection system shall utilize the type of smoke detection device that has a built-in battery back-up power 
supply.

(f) The plans and specifications for all smoke detection devices and/or systems required by this subsection shall be 
submitted to the State Fire Marshal's Office, prior to installation, for review and approval in accordance with § 6607 of 
this title.

CREDIT(S)

69 Laws 1993, ch. 170, § 2; 71 Laws 1997, ch. 219, § 4, eff. July 23, 1997.
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§ 6632. Smoke detector installation in 1- and 2-family dwellings; mobile homes; modular homes; 
townhouses

(a) Each 1-family and 2-family dwelling, mobile home, modular home, and townhouse shall have smoke detection 
devices and/or smoke detection systems installed according to the following requirements:

(1) For each new building or occupancy built after July 8, 1993, smoke detection devices shall be installed in ac-
cordance with the provisions of the State Fire Prevention Regulations and the building codes in effect at the time of 
new construction.

(2) For all buildings or occupancies erected or built prior to July 8, 1993, each required smoke detection device shall 
be installed outside each sleeping area in the immediate vicinity of the bedrooms and shall be installed on each 
additional story of the family living unit, including basements, but excluding crawl spaces and unfinished attics, if 
nothing is stored or kept in such area; but the smoke detection devices in existing buildings or occupancies may be 
single-station, individual smoke detection devices, approved by Underwriters Laboratories or the Factory Mutual 
Association, and powered by a monitored battery power supply in accordance with Delaware Fire Prevention 
Regulations.

(b) Nothing contained in this section shall prohibit the owner of any 1-family or 2-family dwelling, mobile home, 
modular home or townhouse from installing an inter-connected smoke detection system, hard-wired to the building's 
electrical system.

CREDIT(S)

69 Laws 1993, ch. 170, § 2; 71 Laws 1997, ch. 219, §§ 2, 3, eff. July 23, 1997.

Current through 76 Laws 2008, ch. 422. Revisions to 2008 Acts made by the Delaware Code Revisors were un-
available at time of publication.

Copr. (c) 2008 Thomson Reuters/West.
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§ 6631. Smoke detectors required

(a) Each owner of a residential occupancy, used wholly or in part as a home, residence, dwelling or sleeping place for 
1 or more persons, either permanent or transient, including but not limited to any 1-family and 2-family dwelling, 
mobile home, modular home, townhouse; lodging, rooming or boarding house; hotel, motel, bed and breakfast facil-
ity; dormitory, apartment or multi-family dwelling; board and care facility; or a residential occupancy by any other 
name, be it rented, leased or owned, shall install, within such occupancy, smoke detection devices and/or smoke 
detection systems, either photo-electric or ionization types, capable of automatically sensing visible or invisible par-
ticles or products of combustion, and which activate an alarm sufficiently audible to warn the occupants of the 
building of an impending danger of fire or hazard to life.

(b) The requirement for the installation of smoke detecting devices and/or smoke detection systems as provided for in 
this section shall apply to all new and existing occupancies, buildings and/or structures listed in subsection (a) of this 
section, regardless of when any such occupancy, building or structure was built.

(c) It shall be the responsibility of the owner of a residential occupancy listed in subsection (a) of this section to install 
and maintain smoke detection devices as required by this chapter, with the following exception: Where there is a 
tenant of a rented or leased occupancy, structure or building required to have smoke detection devices and/or smoke 
detection systems, as required in this subchapter, and the rental, lease agreement or contract is for a period of 1 month 
or more, such tenant shall be responsible for the maintenance of any smoke detection devices, with respect to main-
taining an operable battery in the smoke detection device, within the individual rented or leased unit.

(d) All smoke detection devices and/or smoke detection systems which are required to be installed under this sub-
chapter shall be installed in accordance with the applicable provisions of the State Fire Prevention Regulations.

(e) When the standards of the State Fire Prevention Regulations and the building codes change with respect to the 
number and location of smoke detectors in new construction, such standards shall be the minimum to be utilized for 
determining compliance with this statute for new construction. A listing of all updated standards and their effective 
dates shall be maintained in the State Fire Marshal's Office.

(f) It shall not be the duty of a real estate salesperson or broker, licensed under Chapter 29 of Title 24 to verify the 
compliance of any person or residential occupancy with the provisions of this subchapter.

CREDIT(S)

69 Laws 1993, ch. 170, § 2; 71 Laws 1997, ch. 219, § 1, eff. July 23, 1997.
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